Introduction
The North East Atlantic Fisheries Commission (NEAFC) forms the framework for international cooperation on fi sheries management beyond waters of national fi sheries jurisdiction in the North East Atlantic. NEAFC today stands out as one of the more progressive and successful regional fi sheries management organizations (RFMOs). It has taken a proactive approach with the aim of "strengthening the role of the organization in addressing overall ocean management."
1 Over the last few years, the contracting parties have been working to bring NEAFC in line with new principles for the management of living marine resources. These include increasing transparency in decision making and implementing sustainability principles such as the precautionary approach and an ecosystem approach to fi sheries.
Are there lessons to be learned from the work to modernize NEAFC? This question will be discussed by examining how NEAFC has organized the work to implement sustainability principles. A crucial factor in this regard is the institutional and legal changes undertaken. Further, it is essential to consider what practical measures have been taken to implement sustainability principles and what effect they have had. In conclusion, therefore, I will examine whether addressing these issues, which are high on the international agenda, has had the desired effect. Have high seas fi sheries in the NEAFC Regulatory Area become more sustainable? 
Legal and Institutional Basis

Mandate and Area of Competence
The NEAFC Convention Area covers the Northeast Atlantic, from the southern part of Spain, the southern tip of Greenland in the west, and northwards into the Arctic Ocean (Figure 1) . Most of this area is under the fi sheries jurisdiction of NEAFC's member states, as it falls within their exclusive economic zones (EEZs). However, three large areas are international waters and constitute the NEAFC Regulatory Area: the Reykjanes Ridge-Azores area in the central north Atlantic 2 ; an area further north in the Norwegian Sea; and the Loophole in the Barents Sea, which is not managed by NEAFC, but by Norway and Russia through a bilateral arrangement. 3 The main pelagic fi sheries take place in the Norwegian Sea.
NEAFC's jurisdiction is limited to the Regulatory Area, but NEAFC can adopt measures applicable to areas under the fi sheries jurisdiction of its member states, i.e. within their EEZs, at the request of the relevant coastal state(s). 4 In general, however, NEAFC manages the fi sheries on the high seas in the Northeast Atlantic in the Regulatory Area.
As of January 2006, NEAFC has fi ve contracting parties: Denmark (in respect of the Faroe Islands and Greenland), 5 the European Union (EU), Iceland, Norway, and Russia. All of these states are parties to the 1995 United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement (UNFA) and the 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (LOSC). As Estonia and Poland acceded to the EU in 2006, after a two-year transition period they became a part of the EU delegation. NEAFC is thus in a situation where the number of contracting parties is being reduced, and today all the contracting parties are coastal states to the NEAFC Convention Area. However, all states do not have coastal state status with regard to all the stocks managed, which has caused several confl icts about management and allocation.
